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health plans, and health care
providers; and establishes security
standards for protecting the
confidentiality and integrity of
individually identifiable health
information. SAMHSA has prepared a
document—Comparison Between the
Confidentiality of Alcohol and
Substance Abuse Patient Records

(42 CFR Part 2) and the Health
Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act 1996—that is
available, along with other HIPAA
technical assistance tools, on the
SAMHSA HIPAA Web pages at
http://www.hipaa.samhsa.gov. See also
the SAMHSA Treatment Assistance
Publication (TAP) 13, Confidentiality
of Patient Records for Alcohol and
Other Drug Treatment (Lopez, 1994),
available on the SAMHSA Treatment
Improvement Exchange Web site at
http://www.treatment.org/taps/index.
html. The Subutex® and Suboxone®
package labels (available on the FDA
Web site at
http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/infopage/
subutex_suboxone/default.htm) also
contain information on Federal
confidentiality rules and regulations.

Physicians, nurses, and other health
care providers should also consult

with their State medical authorities
concerning privacy and confidentiality
rules in their locales. Some of the
privacy and confidentiality issues that

can arise 1n the course of addiction
treatment (CSAT, 2004) are:

* Information covered by the
doctor/patient privilege

* Circumstances in which confidential
information is protected from
disclosure

+ Exceptions to State laws protecting
ethical information

* Duty to report potential threats of
violence or child or elder abuse

+ Communications with third parties
(e.g., families, employers, allied
health care providers, third-party
payers, law-enforcement officers,
responses to subpoenas)

Nurses are responsible for assuring
patients that their personal
information is safe and respected
within the team and agency. Also,
nurses must inform patients that their
personal information can be provided
to third parties on the patient’s behalf
only with written permission from the
patient (Lambert & Coyne, 1993;
UKCC, 1996).





